All Text 
Creative Kids Central 
Brahms’ in 1890s Vienna: Learning about Chamber Music
A) INTRO SCREEN
· Title: Learning about Chamber Music: BRAHMS in 1890’s VIENNA 
· Featuring
· Dr. Johannes Brahms
· Richard Mühlfeld

· Robert Hausmann

· And Starring Ferdinand Schumann

· Young Ferdinand Schumann arrives in Vienna Austria to visit his grandmother’s friend, Dr. Brahms. 
· The RingStrasse is a circular street within the city of Vienna Austria in Europe.

· You can visit Cafe Central now to learn more about 1890's Vienna, or wait until after the concert.
Ferdinand Dialog: Hi! I’m Ferdinand Schumann! My grandma Clara Schumann has sent me to visit the great composer Dr. Johannes Brahms, in this great city of Vienna, the music capital of Europe! Help me gather three musicians so that they can play his wonderful music! Click on the map of the city of Vienna below and let’s adventure together!

· Visit
· Maria Fellinger’s House

· Klimt Studio

· Dr. Brahms’ Apartment

· The Musikverein

· Dear Ferdinand, we are having a Chamber Orchestra concert tonight! Please find three musicians: 

· Dr. Brahms (Piano) 

· Richard Mühlfeld (Clarinet)

· Robert Hausmann (Cello) 
Ferdinand Dialog: Let’s take the trolley along the Ringstrasse, which means Ring Street.

STREET TRANSITION 1
· MARIA FELLINGER’S HOUSE: A good friend of Dr. Brahms. (There is a note on her door for you!)
Dear Ferdinand, we are having a Chamber Music Concert tonight! Please find three musicians: Dr. Brahms (Piano), Richard Mühlfeld (Robert Hausmann (Cello).Maria Fellinger
· RED HEDGEHOG INN: The pub/restaurant where Brahms ate lunch every day.
· KARLSKIRCHE: A great Baroque cathedral built after Vienna’s plague epidemic of 1713

· Trolley stops in front of Dr. Brahms’ apartment, labeled: Dr. Brahms’ Apartment:
Composer Johannes Brahms vowed to give up composing music, but he admires clarinetist Richard Mühlfeld and has written a piece of chamber music, the Clarinet Trio.

· Click here to take the Ringstrasse Trolley to The Musikverein

1A) BRAHMS’ APARTMENT
· Room 1: Dr. Brahms' Apartment 
In Dr. Brahms' Apartment, FIND: 
· a pile of sheet music: 
This is the original sheet music written by Brahms, 
for the composition he plans to play at tonight's concert! 
Can you hear the lovely MELODY playing on the piano?  The MOOD is happy and the COLOR is warm and light! Can you hear the flowing, swaying MOTION of the music? It is in a dance RHYTHM which was used in a folk dance, the beginnings of the Waltz!  Would you say the ENERGY of the music is sweet and graceful?  Right! The MELODY makes a musical sentence, it tells the composer’s thoughts and feelings. 

· a bust of Beethoven:
Here is the incomparable composer Ludwig von Beethoven, who lived in Vienna 100 years earlier than Brahms did.

· a portrait of Ferdinand’s grandmother:
Clara Schumann was the most famous female pianist of her time, a composer, 
and a good friend of Dr. Brahms. 

 
Frau Truxa Dialog: This room is so very messy. Please excuse me while I straighten it out for Dr. Brahms.
 
Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!
Brahms Dialog: So you’re Ferdinand, eh? How is your grandmother Clara doing these days?

Ferdinand Dialog: Grandmother has not been well, Dr. Brahms. She suggested that I play the piano for you. And we also heard tell that your new Chamber Music composition is beautiful!

Brahms Dialog: Why thank you! I’ll come along with you to the performance if you fix my piano for me! 
1B) GAME 1: FIX DR. BRAHMS’ PIANO!


Game 1: Fix Dr. Brahms Piano 
Would you like to:
· Play this Game? And collect a musician
· or continue along the Ringstrasse?
Ever wonder how a piano makes those sounds? Play this game and find out! Click to start!
Just drag the piece below over to its match hidden in the piano! 

Concert grand pianos are over nine feet long and usually have 88 KEYS. Some have an extra 8 keys in the BASS section (lower notes) so they have 96 notes all together. 

Pressing a black or white key will lift a padded HAMMER inside the piano. 

The hammer strikes a tightly stretched piano STRING and makes a sound. 

The shorter strings vibrate to make HIGHER notes and the longer strings vibrate to make LOWER notes. 

The sound is amplified by means of a large flat piece of wood underneath the piano called a SOUNDBOARD (which acts like a large loudspeaker!) 
Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!

Great Job! All done! Now Brahms' piano can play! Return to Brahms' Apartment
Dr. Brahms has agreed to come with you to play the piano! Continue
STREET TRANSITION 2

1. OPERA HOUSE: Vienna’s State Opera House was the first of the grand Ringstrasse buildings, opening in May 1869 

2. ST STEPHENS CATHEDRAL: The Stephansdom in the center of Vienna is the most famous Gothic church in the city. 
3. ARNOLD SCHOENBERG'S APARTMENT: Composer Arnold Schoenberg began writing music in Vienna.
4. Trolley stops in front of Musikverein, labeled: THE MUSIKVEREIN (Music Hall): This beautiful concert hall is the home of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra.
2B) MUSIKVEREIN

Room 2: The Musikverein 

At the Musikverein, FIND:

· The Conductor: 
HANS RICHTER, the conductor of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, would like you to meet the famous clarinetist, Richard Mühlfeld. 
· A Chamber Music Room: 
CHAMBER MUSIC: Classical music written for a small group of instruments, usually performed in a small room. 
The wind instrument, the Clarinet is playing this MELODY.  Can you hear the FLOW of the music?  It seems to have the MOOD of a sad, sweet song.  The ENERGY of the MELODY is calm, and the COLOR is light and cool.  The MELODY begins and then the PITCHES or notes of music go down, creating a descending line, like walking down steps! 
The TEMPO written by the composer tells the musicians to play slowly.  The composer’s feelings come out in this beautiful song. 
· A Woman in the Box Seats: 
BOX SEATS are usually higher private areas with a good view of the theatre. The Musikverein opened in 1870 and is famous for its acoustics (quality of sound). 
Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!

Mühlfeld dialog: Hello Ferdinand, I’m Richard Mühlfeld, and Dr. Brahms wrote this beautiful music for me. We are playing a Chamber Music concert tonight!
Ferdinand dialog: Oh Mr. Mühlfeld! Dr. Brahms says you are the best in all of Vienna, and even the world! I am honored to meet you. Let’s go to the concert!
Mühlfeld dialog: I’ll come with you if you prove to me that you can recognize the sound of my clarinet!
2B) GAME 2: BUILD DR. BRAHMS’ CLARINET TRIO
Would you like to:

· Play this Game? And collect a musician
· or continue along the RingStrasse?

BUILD A CHAMBER TRIO! 
A TRIO is a group of 3 Musicians. 
Before we start the game let's listen to the SOUND each instrument makes! 
Harp Clarinet Bassoon Cello Piano Violin

We'll start at an easy tempo, Adagio which means “slow.” 
Press the LEFT and RIGHT arrow KEYBOARD keys to help Ferdinand catch the musician playing the Instrument shown! 

Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!


Great Job! You built a trio using a Clarinet, Cello, and Piano! 

Now a faster tempo! Andante! 
Press the LEFT and RIGHT arrow KEYBOARD keys to help Ferdinand catch the musician playing the Instrument shown! 

Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!

Great Job! You built a trio using a Violin, Clarinet, and Piano! 

One last time, with a faster tempo! Allegro! 
Press the LEFT and RIGHT arrow KEYBOARD keys to help Ferdinand catch the musician playing the Instrument shown! 

Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!

Great Job! You built a trio using a Clarinet, Bassoon, and Harp! 
Congratulations! Mr. Mühlfeld will be so proud. Click here to return to the MusikVerein 
Richard Mühlfeld has agreed to come with and play the clarinet! Continue

STREET TRANSITION 3
1. KUNSTHISTORISCHES MUSEUM: Vienna’s Art History Museum 
2. JOSEFSTADT THEATER: Founded in 1788, this theater is one of the oldest in Vienna. Beethoven composed and conducted one of his most famous compositions for this theater 
3. ALTE BACKSTUBE BAKERY: A famous bakery in continuous use from 1701 to 1963. What a wonderful smell! 
4. Trolley stops in front of Klimt’s Studio, labeled: KLIMT STUDIO: Welcome to the Art Studio of the wildly celebrated artist, Gustav Klimt!
3A) KLIMT STUDIO
In Klimt's Studio, FIND: 
· a Beautiful Woman: 
Artist Gustav Klimt painted beautiful Emilie Flöge, his friend and owner of a successful Viennese fashion house. 
· a Cello: 
That’s a cello! 
Now the beautiful string instrument, the cello, begins to sing to us.  Soon you can hear the same MELODY being played by the piano. The two instruments are having a conversation, then the clarinet joins them.  The musical lines layer over each other, just like a cake! Can you hear the lovely swaying MOTION in the MELODY? Can you hear even and uneven RHYTHM as the musical PHRASES play?  This shifting rhythm is used by the composer to create MOOD which seems to be getting more excited! 
· Artist Gustav Klimt: 
Yes, this is Gustav Klimt, whose studio we’re in! He’s having coffee with his good friend, the famous cellist Robert Hausmann.
Klimt dialog: Ah my good friend, the famous cellist Robert Hausmann. Care for some coffee?  Would you perhaps like to buy a painting?
Brahms Dialog: Congratulations!

Klimt dialog: Ferdinand! Let me introduce you to my good friend, the famous cellist Robert Hausmann. He’s a good friend of Dr. Brahms.
Ferdinand dialog: Hello Mr. Hausmann, Dr. Brahms would love to have you play with him at tonight’s concert! 

Hausmann: (doesn’t speak, just plays more cello)
Ferdinand dialog: Ah, I see, you will if I play this cello game?
Hausmann: (doesn’t speak, just plays more cello)
Klimt dialog: Have you seen my cat?
3B) Game 3: Dance Dance Klimt!


Game 3: Dance Dance Klimt 
Would you like to:

· Play this Game? And collect a musician
· or continue along the RingStrasse?

space-bar: 10 points
left-arrow: 4 points
up-arrow: 7 points
down-arrow: 7 points
right-arrow: 4 points


Level 1 of 3 
Music is written in rhythm, sounds that create movement through long and short or even and uneven beats. 
Try to hear the beat of this music. 
Listen to the rhythm in the meter of two and see if you can press your keyboard's space bar and arrow keys when the buttons cross the blue bar! 

Yay! You've gotten higher than 150 and can move to the next level! 

Level 2 of 3 
This next music is written in the rhythm of three. 
Have fun as you follow the clapping and tap on your space bar and arrow keys when the buttons cross the blue bar. 
You are feeling the beat of this music, count along in three! 

Yay! You've gotten higher than 250 and can move to the next level! 

Level 3 of 3 
This last rhythm is tricky!  Listen to the even and uneven rhythm 
 as it changes from 6 to 2. Brahms wants us to hear more energy in the music. See if you can count in 6 and then change quickly to 2 with 
your keyboard's space bar and arrow keys when the buttons cross the blue bar! 

Yippee! You got through this final level! Back to Klimt Studio

Robert Hausmann has agreed to come with you and play the cello! Continue

STREET TRANSITION 4
1. HOFBURG IMPERIAL PALACE  The Hofburg Chapel features Sunday concerts by the Vienna Boys Choir.

2. DR. SIGMUND FREUD’S HOUSE The home of the famous founder of a school of psychology called psychoanalysis. Wave hello! 
3. CAFÉ CENTRAL Once the meeting place of famous writers and philosophers, it is a splendid coffee house.

4. Trolley stops at the Fellinger mansion, labeled: MARIA FELLINGER’S HOUSE: A good friend of Dr. Brahms. (There is another note on her door!) –

4A) FELLINGER HOUSE
Maria Fellinger dialog: Hello Ferdinand, welcome to my house! Let’s set up for the Chamber Music.
Congratulations!

Thank you for helping Ferdinand organize this chamber music concert. 

Listen to Brahms' Clarinet Trio in A minor while you have some fun at Vienna's Prater Park!
4B) REWARD SCREEN: PRATER PARK
· Prater Park in Vienna includes a carnival area with a huge ferris wheel! 
· Visit Cafe Central to learn more about 1890's Vienna
Resources: CAFÉ CENTRAL

1. Who are these Musicians?
Explore the characters on the left to read about some of the famous musicians in our story! 


· Ferdinand Schumann was the grandson of Clara and Robert Schumann. Ferdinand was the only grandchild to study piano with his famous grandmother, he lived with her and she supported his goal to become a music teacher. He was with her when she died, playing the music of her husband, the famous composer Robert Schumann. 

· Johannes Brahms was born on May 7, l833 in Hamburg, Germany. He studied piano when he was seven and soon began to play well enough to get a job playing in restaurants and theaters. At age l9 he made his first concert tour and when he was 20 he was introduced to a famous composer of the times, Robert Schumann, who gave him a lot of help and encouragement.  By the time Brahms was 35 he was a famous composer himself. He had a reputation as a “grump” but was also very             loveable. When he went for his daily walks, he passed out candy to children. As for his place in music history, he has been called one of the three great “Bs” of German composers, Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms. 

· Richard Mühlfeld was one of the most well known clarinetists of his time. His beautiful playing persuaded Johannes Brahms to write several of his most famous compositions for the clarinet. At the age of 20, Mühlfeld became the principal clarinetist of a famous court orchestra, later he also established a solo career playing the compositions of Brahms.

Robert Hausmann was a very popular cellist who was appointed professor of cello at the Berlin High School of Music when he was in his 20s. He was the cellist of the Joachim Quartet founded by the most famous violinist of the time, Joseph Joachim. Hausmann was known for his powerful sound, and Johannes Brahms wrote several beautiful compositions for Hausmann that are still 

· played by musicians today.

· Hans Richter was a famous conductor. He studied at the Vienna Conservatory and played the horn. Richter was known for his long associations with the composers Wagner and Brahms. He often gave the first performances of Brahms’ music at the Vienna Philharmonic where he was the primary conductor.
· Arnold Schoenberg was one of the most famous composers of the 20th century. He was born in Vienna and began composing music when he was very young. Schoenberg developed a musical style which was called atonality and created a revolution in music composition.

· Clara Schumann, Ferdinand's grandmother, was the most famous woman pianist of her time. She began studying piano at the age of 5 and gave her first solo concert at age ll. She married the great composer Robert Schumann, and was a life long friend of Johannes Brahms. She is remembered for her great performances and her own music compositions. She was a woman of great character, independent, and courageous.

· Maria Fellinger was a close personal friend of Johannes Brahms. She was an artist, sculptor, and photographer. She and her husband owned a beautiful piano that Brahms played frequently. Her home was often the center of chamber music concerts featuring Brahms, Hausmann, and the most famous musicians of the day.
· Links
· A good introduction to the biography and work of the great composer Dr. Johannes Brahms
http://www.johannesbrahms.org/
· A good biography of Clara Schumann 
http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/Strasse/1945/WSB/clara.html 

· Information on famous conductor Hans Richter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Richter_%28conductor%29
· Photos of Brahms at the Maria Fellinger house
http://www.hecherpiano.com/brahmsfluegel_d.html
· Biography of important composer Arnold Schoenberg
http://w3.rz-berlin.mpg.de/cmp/schonberg.html
· A story of famous cellist Robert Hausmann and his friend Brahms
http://books.google.com/books?id=t8oXNX2tY8AC&pg=PA128&lpg=PA128&dq=%22robert+hausmann%22+cello&source=web&ots=2WUOEXpns8&sig=7We5HXnxHzBL03ZiEDDv7M_cpZM&hl=en#PPA128,M1
· Biography of famous clarinetist Richard Mühlfeld
http://www.clarinet.org/journal/anthology/1956-07-Toenes.asp
 

2. What’s This Music? 
Explore the items on the right to learn more about this music!


Brahms' Clarinet Trio in A minor

· In l890 Johannes Brahms had decided to give up composing when he heard the clarinet playing of Richard Mühlfeld, describing him as “the greatest wind player ever!” Inspired by Mühlfeld’s beautiful sound, Brahms went back to work and composed several now famous works for the clarinet, including this Trio in A minor. The piece is in four movements, or sections, and presents a lovely conversation between the three instruments, the piano, cello, and clarinet.
Chamber Music
· Chamber Music is a form of classical music written for a small group of instruments, usually performed in a small room, often a living room of a private home. A wide variety of groups are found in chamber music including a trio, or three players, as is found in the Brahms’ Clarinet Trio.  Chamber music usually presents a composer’s most private and personal thoughts, and is often written for a composer’s friends or dedicated to loved ones.
The version of Brahms' Clarinet Trio in A minor (Opus 114) that you hear in this Brahms 

· in 1890s Vienna interactive is played by the Oak Trio, which is made up of Andrew Goldman on piano, Jonathan Han on clarinet, and Elizabeth Willey on cello. The Oak Trio was the University of Southern California Resident Outreach Ensemble during 2006-07 after winning the USC Thornton School of Music's Outreach Ensemble Competition. This competition provides an opportunity for USC students to develop skills in the creation and delivery of educational music programs for children. Thank you, Oak Trio and USC!
· Links
· Chamber Music America’s site 
www.chamber-music.org
· YouTube performances of Brahms music
www.Youtube.com/watch?v=thJscUStd7A&feature=related
· A great introduction to chamber music
http://library.thinkquest.org/27110/homepage.html
· A discussion of Brahms’ Clarinet Trio in A minor Opus 114
http://classicalplus.gmn.com/classical/work.asp?id=635&cmp=Brahms%2C+Johannes&notes=true 

· The USC Thornton School of Music’s interactive web site
www.youtube.com/uscthornton

3. What Art did you see in 1890s Vienna?
Between l860 and 1900 there was a lot of excitement in the art world of Vienna! The new styles of architecture, painting, and design were called “Jugenstil” or young style.
· Gustav Klimt was enrolled in the Vienna School of Arts at age l4. He began his career painting murals in the large buildings of Vienna’s newest and most fashionable street, the Ringstrasse. Klimt broke away from tradition and painted with new designs of flowing, curving lines or with patterned triangles and squares. In l898 he began to use gold in his paintings and from then on his art was identified by elegant gold designs and colored decorations. His paintings are considered some of  the most important art works to ever come out of Vienna.
· Emilie Flöge was a life-long friend and companion of the famous painter Gustav Klimt. She was a beautiful, successful and independent woman. She and her two sisters founded a fashion house that was well known and popular in Vienna. Her designs were modern for her times and were called “reform” clothes, due to their long and flowing lines.
· Links
· A beautiful and moving interactive site on the art of Gustav Klimt 
www.iklimt.com/
· The Los Angeles County Museum of Art’s history of five Klimt paintings
www.lacma.org/art/exhibition/klimt/index.aspx
· A great discussion of the fashion design of Emilie Flöge and her relationship with Gustav Klimt 
http://lotusgreenfotos.blogspot.com/2007/11/klimt-fashion.html
· A good basic description of the Art Nouveau movement in Austria and Germany called Jugendstil
http://the-artists.org/movement/Jugendstil.html  

· A sightseeing guide with travel Information for Jugendstil in Vienna
www.tourmycountry.com/austria/viennajugendstil.htm


4. What Architecture did you visit in 1890s Vienna?
The construction of the magnificent boulevard, the Ringstrasse, or Ring Street, was ordered by the Emperor Franz Joseph who wanted to redesign the city to bring the suburbs and the city center together. The Ringstrasse was generously planned, leaving space of a tree-lined great boulevard bordered by monumental buildings.
· The Vienna Parliament was built in classical Greek style, based on the architecture of ancient Greece, with tall pillars topped by a large triangle shaped second story.
· The Vienna Rathaus (City Hall) was designed in Gothic style which had tall pointed spires for towers with many windows.

Italian Renaissance style architecture had orderly arrangements of columns, arches, and big rounded domes on the roof tops, such as on

· the Vienna University.
· Links
· A great discussion of the history of architecture in Vienna’s Ringstrasse period
http://www.frommers.com/destinations/vienna/0068020062.html 
· A wonderful description of the Ringstrasse and its history and architecture
http://www.macalester.edu/courses/geog61/aaron/index.html
· Great images of Viennese architecture and buildings
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ringstra%C3%9Fe%2C_Vienna 


5. What was Viennese Culture like in the 1890s? 
Weiner Moderne (or Viennese Modern Age) is the term used to describe the culture of Vienna between l890 and l910. Modernisms replaced old ideas with new. The city was full of creative energy!
· The Vienna Boy’s Choir was the boy’s chorus of the Viennese royal court, and many famous musicians began their musical life singing in the group. The composer Franz Schubert and the conductor Hans Richter were both members of the choir.
· A new dance called the Waltz became very popular. Hundreds of couples could be seen dancing in the parks in Vienna.
· In the l890s Vienna’s coffeehouses and cafes became the meeting places for artists, writers, composers, politicians, and doctors. In a coffeehouse people could read the newspaper, share food and coffee, play games of cards or billiards, gossip and talk.  
· Links
· A discussion of the Viennese coffee houses and cafés, an important cultural institution of Vienna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viennese-caf%C3%A9
· Information on the Vienna Boy’s Choir 
http://www.wsk.at/jart/prj3/wsk_website/main.jart?rel=en
· Videos of the Vienna Boys’ Choir on YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=vienna+boys+choir
· Discussion of the popular dance, the Viennese Waltz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viennese_Waltz


6. Teacher Resources 
The following can be downloaded from either the HTML page or the Café Central Teacher Resource coffee cup:
· Download Lesson Plan for Brahms in 1890s Vienna
Packet includes Music Standards covered by games and activities, and links to related resources
http://www.kusc.org/kids/brahms/docs/docs/Brahmsin1890sVienna-Lessonplan.doc 


· Brahms in 1890s Vienna Text
All text and dialog from the Online Interactive game! (this document)
http://www.kusc.org/kids/brahms/docs/Brahmsin1890sVienna-AllText.doc 
    

· Quiz
Have students fill out answers during their exploration of the Flash module
http://www.kusc.org/kids/brahms/docs/Brahmsin1890sVienna-Quiz.doc 
· Klimt Coloring Art Activity
http://www.kusc.org/kids/brahms/docs/Brahmsin1890sVienna-ArtActivity.pdf 
· RingStrasse Architecture Activity
http://www.kusc.org/kids/brahms/docs/Brahmsin1890sVienna-ArchitectureActivity.pdf 
